
Imagine
Tens of thousands of Canadians located all

over the world, connecting in real time over

the Internet. Celebrating being Canadian.

Sharing stories from our past, discussing our

present, and producing ideas to shape our

future, and what Canada can become.

Imagine meeting with kindred spirits from all

over this great nation of ours – new friends

who share your experiences and visions for

Canada – people you might otherwise never

have a chance to meet.

Imagine the results that could be achieved by

this unprecedented national conversation and

collaboration on Canada’s values and future. 

This is CanadaJam.



From coast to coast, and around the world,

all Canadians everywhere are invited to

participate in CanadaJam. 

No one will be excluded – every voice, every

opinion and every story will be heard and

shared with thousands of others.

What is CanadaJam?

In the fall of 2007, leading

Canadian organizations such as the

University of Ottawa, Library and

Archives Canada (LAC) and IBM

will host the first ever national

online conversation on what it

means to be Canadian.

Every man, woman and child in

Canada is invited to participate in

this unprecedented 72-hour online

event that will forge a holistic

Canadian view of our people, our

land, our culture, our history and

our place in the world.

Who will take part in
CanadaJam?

In short: Every Canadian, here or
abroad.  Young and old, rich and
poor, immigrants, students,
teachers, workers and people
whose ideas are not usually heard
in national consultations will be
able to participate in CanadaJam.  

CanadaJam will reach out across
traditional boundaries of
government, academia, society 
and business to engage Canadians
in a way that has never been 
done before.  

Subject matter experts and
moderators will add their expertise
to discussions, to provoke thought
and debate. And hundreds of
facilitators will help move
discussions forward throughout this
groundbreaking, three-day event.



Imagine



What topics will be
discussed?

CanadaJam will focus on five major

themes, which together will help set

the framework for dialogue around

what it means to be Canadian.  

Our People
Canadians are a rich tapestry of

ethnic diversity, cultures and

language. Canada is one of the best

countries in the world to live in, and

continues to be an attractive place

for people to immigrate.  

What impact does this growing
diversification of our society
have on our traditions,
identities, values and
institutions? 

Our Culture
Canadian culture has evolved into a

unique expression of our society –

one that celebrates our values and

achievements, but also challenges

our shortcomings.

What images, events, and
actions speak the loudest about
being Canadian? Which ones
capture the spirit of our
traditions and which ones 
speak to the Canada we are
becoming?

Our Land
For hundreds of years, the land has

been one of the most powerful

metaphors and symbols for Canada.

We are blessed with the largest

boreal forest, the largest ice masses,

and the largest reservoirs of fresh

water in the world. How we manage

these resources has significant

consequences to the planet.  



How has our land changed
symbolically over time, and
what will it mean to future
generations of Canadians? 
How will the evolving notion 
of place, home and community
challenge and alter our
response to our land in 
the future?

Our Place in
the World
We may be a small nation of 32

million people, but we are a big part

of the global community.  Canadians

were leaders in founding the United

Nations. We are a G8 country and

are rich in talent and resources.

What is our responsibility to the
world? What accomplishments
can we be proud of? What more
do we need to do?   

Our History
and our Future

We share a

continent with

the most

powerful

nation in the

world, and yet we are distinctly

Canadian. Many credit our

evolutionary (as opposed to

revolutionary) path and traditional

values of peace, order and good

government as the fundamental

difference that has shaped our civic

institutions, multicultural society and

legal frameworks.  

What are the most defining
moments in our history that
made us who we are today?
What paths did we choose, and
would we make different choices
knowing what we know today?
What will be reflected in history
about Canada, as it is today?



Register now for CanadaJam www.canadajam.ca

What impact will CanadaJam have
on Canadians and the world?

CanadaJam will be the first all-inclusive, online, national conversation

ever held. We will set a new benchmark for Internet–based citizen

engagement, with the hope that other nations will learn from our

experience and replicate the model in their own countries.

CanadaJam will allow Canadians to share their views on what it is to be

Canadian. It will engage all Canadians in a dialogue where we are free

to ask each other tough and honest questions.  

The entire online event and dialogue will be captured as an archive at

www.collectionscanada.ca for people to search and read tomorrow and

100 years from now. CanadaJam will allow us to share our

conversations with others and bring the resulting actionable ideas to the

attention of decision makers in all levels of government, and in voluntary

and private sector organizations.

It is our hope that CanadaJam will be the first of many dialogues among

Canadians, and we will encourage community based organizations, non-

governmental organizations, schools and public libraries to keep the

dialogue going beyond the event.

Get involved.
We are looking for Canadians who want to be heard, get involved and

make a difference in this country. You are all invited to participate in

CanadaJam on October 18-20, 2007. CanadaJam is also recruiting

moderators, facilitators, subject matter experts and partners for this

unprecedented national dialogue to help attract, motivate and support

this uniquely Canadian conversation.    


